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The Eko-Konnect Open Science Journey



About Eko-Konnect
● Community-driven Research & Education 

Network (REN) established in 2009.
● To deliver affordable connectivity, “above the 

net” services and research infrastructure
● To facilitate collaboration with WACREN & the 

global REN community.



Open Science Journey (2013-2016)



Open Science Journey (2017- )

● Host of the WACREN Cloud Pilot- 
2017-2020

○ Hosted shared services for 
NRENs & Science Gateways 
for Researchers

○ Hosted library management 
systems and e-learning 
systems

○ Developed prototype 
Identity systems for R&E 
community

● Identity Providers IdPs and other 
services like DNS & eduroam

https://wacren.net/en/news/wacren-clo
ud-pilot-open-call/ 

https://wacren.net/en/news/wacren-cloud-pilot-open-call/
https://wacren.net/en/news/wacren-cloud-pilot-open-call/


Open Science Journey (2017 - )
● Strengthened REN collaboration with Library

○ Created framework for REN provided 
infrastructure and support for library and 
helped to refine service offerings to the R&E 
community

○ Open Science Cloud is guided by the 
principles in the LIBSENSE Open Science 
Africa Statement.

○ Contributing as Co-Chair of the LIBSENSE 
Infrastructure Working Group

● Provided toolkits and templates for open science 
policies and practice.

● Facilitated working relationships with regional and 
international open science stakeholders

Library Support for Embedded NREN 
Services and E-infrastructure



Open Science Journey (2017 - )



Nigerian Community Open Science Cloud



Community Cloud Platform for Open Science 
● Identify infrastructure gaps and form collaborations with 

technology providers to deploy infrastructure in areas including:

○ Federated Identity & Access Management

○ Journal and Preprint Publishing

○ Publication and Data Repositories

○ Learning & Collaboration Platforms

○ Cybersecurity 



Open Science Community Cloud  

https://ren.ng      

https://ren.ng


Trust and Identity: Nigerian Identity Federation



Communication and Collaboration

- On-premise meeting connectors for 
VideoConf

- Zoom (needs licenses)
- Open Source alternative  

- IdP for user and access 
management 

- Integrated into VLE and daily 
workflow

- Chat and meetings
 - 1:1 or Group

- Lecture/Webinar/Conferences



Scholarly Communication and Collaboration
Institutional repositories for digital assets and 
research data

- Shared Journal and Preprint Publishing 
Platform

- Shared Research Data Management 
Platform

Capacity building with LIBSENSE
- Early Career Researcher training

- Training programme on open 
science and data science

- Open Science Communities on 
Campus

- Curricula and Leadership programmes



E-learning - Virtual Learning Environments
- Offering Moodle services to R&E 

since 2004
- Platform support + helpdesk for 

tutors/students for MPH 
(https://peoples-uni.org, 2006 - 
2021)

- Women-in WACREN
- STEM skills for women
- Online robots and electronics

https://peoples-uni.org


Consultancy  

● International Partnerships 
for capacity building.

● Digital literacy skills 
development

● E-learning platform 
support & services



Training...  

● Onsite Training
● Remote Training
● Course development
● Administration
● Helpdesk Implementation & 

Support



Role for RENs in supporting Open Science

● Provide cloud based shared infrastructure and services to expose 

different cadres within HEIs to their community of practice.

● Expose institutions and stakeholders to global standards and practices in 

Open Research

● Provide Trust and Identity Frameworks for secure sharing and visibility

● Provide reporting infrastructure for wider stakeholders e.g. Funders

● Facilitate the inclusion of all relevant stakeholders for a national open 

science engagement
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