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Importance of timely and 
free access to scientific 
data, publications, 
information 

Importance of scientific 
collaborations and sharing 
of information at all levels 

Importance of science-
policy-society dialogue 

Importance of the human 
right to enjoy the benefits 
of scientific progress

COVID-19 lessons 
learned 



Open Science has the 
potential of increasing the 
quality of science and making 
the entire scientific process 
more transparent, 
collaborative and inclusive. 



By making science more 
connected to societal needs 
and by promoting equal 
opportunities for all 
(scientists, policy-makers 
and citizens), Open Science 
can be a true game changer 
in bridging the science, 
technology and innovation 
gaps between and within 
countries and fulfilling the 
human right to science. 



Open Science is increasingly 
recognized as a critical 
accelerator for the 
implementation of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. 



Need for an 
international policy 
framework on Open 
Science 

Common definition of 
open science

Set of actions 

Towards a UNESCO Recommendation on 
Open Science in 2021

Shared set of values and 
principles  



Consultative process

Global consultation -
2900 inputs received 
from 133 countries

Regional consultations –
Africa, Arab States, LAC, 
Asia and Pacific, Eastern 
Europe, Western Europe 
and North America 

Guided by Open Science 
Advisory Committee

Supported by a global 
Open Science Partnership



Inclusive  process

Thematic and 
multistakeholder
stakeholder 
consultations and inputs 
from 
young scientists, citizen 
science, Academies,  
science unions and 
organizations,  libraries 
and open access 
platforms, data 
organizations, UN 
system,  indigenous 
peoples



Transparent  process

Intergovernmental 
meeting of exerts (6-11 
May) negotiates and 
adopts the final draft text  

Over 100 countries 
represented 

Over 65 observers 
participating 



Common definition



Key pillars of open 
science



Values and principles



of OS



Next steps 

Next Steps



While paths towards Open Science may differ 
in different parts of the world, reflecting the 
specific STI situations and capacity, Open 
Science requires a profound change in the 
scientific culture shifting from: 

 competition to collaboration; 
 science as a product to science as a 

process
 science for the selected few to 

science for all!  



Thank you
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